
Part A: ESG, climate governance and 
climate-aligned contracting

Can lawyers save the world?

Kate Wilson Butler
Director - Climate, Sustainability & ESG
Chapman Tripp

Ian MacKenzie
Head of Legal
New Zealand Green Investment Finance

Lucie Drummond
GM Sustainability
Mercury



We’re in the early stages of a global 
sustainability revolution that has the 

magnitude of the industrial revolution coupled 
with the speed of the digital revolution.

- Al Gore



The human project as a whole is 
experiencing a great metamorphosis. The 

collapse of the old paradigm is 
symptomatic of the demise of the old 

rules and norms, as it makes way for the 
emergence of new systems.

- Dr Nafeez Ahmed



90%

of surveyed of surveyed 
companies 
developing 

an ESG 
strategy

of S&P 500 of S&P 500 
companies
publishing 

ESG 
reports

of surveyed of surveyed 
GCs play a 
material 

role in ESG 
strategy

Source: S&P 500, Morrison Foerster/Corporate Counsel Survey 2023, Morningstar/Sustainalytics
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Accelerating investment in Aotearoa New Zealand’s low carbon future

Panasonic solarZero
Sep 22

Distributed energy
$10m letter of credit

Kinetic
March 23
Transport

$50m debt facility

Ruminant BioTech
May 23

Agriculture
$2.5m equity

CentrePort
June 20

Infrastructure
$15m credit facility

Invest to reduce emissions Crowd-in private capital

Invest on a commercial basis Show market leadership

Our objectives guide 
our investment 

decisions
$700m
capital





• Green Dispute Resolution

• Electronic Notices

• Further Climate Assurances

• Electronic Execution

• Virtual Board Meeting Requirements

• Simple Carbon Neutrality

The New Zealand Climate Clause Bank is available to download for free at:  
https://nzgif.co.nz/investing/new-zealand-climate-clause-bank/

The clauses

• Carbon Footprint Management

• Termination for Greener Supplier

• Supply Chain Carbon Footprint 
Monitoring

• Environmental Lease



Discussion



You are all climate lawyers now.

- John Kerry


